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If  youõre a young person between the ages of  12 and 17, 
you should be interested in the Youth Criminal Justice Act. 

Why? This law affects you and your Why? This law affects you and your 
rights. There have been changes rights. There have been changes 
to the way Canada deals to the way Canada deals 
with youth who commit with youth who commit 
crimes. This Act replaced crimes. This Act replaced 
the old Young Offenders the old Young Offenders 
Act and focuses on the Act and focuses on the 
prevention of  crime, prevention of  crime, 
the involvement of  the involvement of  
the community, and the community, and 
the rehabilitation the rehabilitation 
process. 

This new law This new law 
looks at the looks at the 
young person young person 
as an individual. as an individual. 
The consequences The consequences 
are designed to are designed to 
specially þ t the specially þ t the 
young personõs young personõs 
crime, past 
criminal history criminal history 
and life situation. and life situation. 
This means that This means that 
the consequences the consequences 
are more 
meaningful to meaningful to 
the individual, the individual, 
and may 
have a larger have a larger 
impact, if  
a young 
person 
hates 
to clean 

toilets, their sentence may include toilets, their sentence may include 
custodial duties in a community custodial duties in a community 

centre for a certain amount centre for a certain amount 
of  time. Or if  a youth of  time. Or if  a youth 

has been found has been found 
selling, taking selling, taking 
or possession or possession 
of  drugs the of  drugs the 
youth may youth may 
to be taken to be taken 
into custody into custody 

(jail) and will (jail) and will 
have to spend time have to spend time 

away from friends away from friends 
and family. Rather and family. Rather 
then placing the young then placing the young 
person in a correctional person in a correctional 
facility (jail), the facility (jail), the 
person may be given person may be given 
the opportunity to try the opportunity to try 
and repair the harm and repair the harm 
that he/she has caused that he/she has caused 
to the community, by to the community, by 
strengthening their strengthening their 
community ties.community ties.

This not only gets the This not only gets the 
young person involved young person involved 
with the community, but with the community, but 
it also gives the victim it also gives the victim it also gives the victim 
a chance to be involved a chance to be involved 
with the process. Even with the process. Even 
small crimes can have small crimes can have 
a huge impact on a huge impact on 
peopleõs lives. Letõs peopleõs lives. Letõs 
say you broke a say you broke a 

personõs window, but the person has 
no extra money to þ x it. They might 
have to take their grocery money and 
not buy groceries for that week so the 
window can be þ xed.

Not only can the victim get involved 
with the sentencing of  the young 
person, other community members 
can have a chance to be part of  
the process. The judge may ask 
neighbours, teachers, sports coaches 
and other people that the young 
person knows to speak about the 
personõs character and behaviour, 
before the judge makes his/her 
decision.

The rehabilitation of  the youth is 
extremely important in the Act. 
This law looks at what caused the 
criminal behaviour and attempts to 
þ nd solutions to the root cause in 
addition to consequences for the 

personõs action. If  a young person 
has problems with drugs or alcohol 
the court may send the youth to an 
addition program, along with a variety 
of  other responses.

The new Youth Criminal Justice Act 
provides a variety of  ways to deal with 
young people who come in conÿ ict 
with the law. This approach allows the 
family, the victim and, of  course, the 
offender to be actively involved with 
the process. The focus of  the Act is 
not simply punishment, but also to 
prevent re-offending. 
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Guiding Principles help explain the 
purpose of  the law and help people 
understand how the law is to be used. 
The guiding principles of  the YCJA 
are:

Å Crime Prevention

Å Meaningful Consequences

Å Rehabilitation (addressing the 
root causes of  crime)

Å Reintegration (helping people 
back into the community safely)

You can þ nd more information about 
these guiding principles on our website 
ð www.youthjusticenb.ca
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One of  the most fundamental rights in the justice system 

in Canada is the right to a lawyer. 
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Cyber-bullying is any bullying that involves 

the internet or electronic devices.  

With 99% of  students in Canada using the internet, and nearly 60% of  
students using chat rooms and instant messaging, cyber-bullying has become a 
problem for many teens and a challenging issue for teachers and parents.  
Someone is a cyber-bully if  they are:

Å Sending cruel, or threatening 
messages electronically.

Å Creating web sites (or blogs) that 
have stories, cartoons, pictures, 
and jokes ridiculing others.

Å Posting pictures of  their 
classmates online and asking 
students to òrateó them.

Å Breaking into an e-mail 
account and sending mean or 
embarrassing things to other 
people. 

Å Taking a picture of  a person 
in the locker room using a cell 
phone camera and sending that 
picture to others.

Å Engaging someone in IM 
(instant messaging), tricking that 
person into revealing sensitive 
or personal information, and 
forwarding that information to 
others.
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The job of  your local police force is to protect 

your community and the people in it. 

If  the police arrests or charge you with 
a crime, it is a good idea to get a lawyer 
to help you get through the situation. 
Letõs face it, laws are complicated and 
most people are not aware of  their 
rights under the law. If  you have a 
lawyer, she/he will make sure that your 
rights are being respected. 

 If  you are arrested, the police will 

Although, you might never have to 
come into contact with the police, 
there are a few things that you should 
know. You do have rights when 
you are dealing with the police. It is 
important to know and understand 
your rights and to speak up if  youõre 
being treated unfairly. What are police 
allowed to do?

If  a police ofþ cer approached you 
and asks personal questions like your 
name, address, age or parents names, 
it is always a good idea to answer these 
questions. These types of  questions 
only involve general information. 
However, if  the police start to ask you 
questions that involve more then just 
general information you do not have 
to answer them. You have the right 
to speak with your parents, a lawyer, 
or another appropriate adult before 
you answer any of  the questions. You 
will not get in trouble for refusing to 
answer questions without a lawyer 
You do not have to wait for the police 
to read you your rights to ask for a 
lawyer, youõre entitled to your rights all 
the time without anyone telling you.

What if  the police take you to the 
police station, what rights do you 
have? The police are allowed to 
detain you if  they arrest you of  being 
involved with a crime, but again you 
have the right to get a lawyer or speak 
with another adult. It is a good idea 
to wait and talk to a lawyer before you 
answer any of  the questions just to 
make sure you understand what they 

are asking and the consequence of  
answering them. The police may tell 
you that you do not need a lawyer to 
make a statement, this is true, but you 
donõt have to give a statement without 
a talking to a lawyer þ rst. Your parents 
will also be called or notiþ ed that you 
are at the police station. 

Where can the police detain a youth? 
If  the police are detaining you, they 
are not allowed to place you in the 
same room as adults. Under the Youth 
Criminal Justice Act, a young person 
who is under the age of  18 has to be 
detained in a separate youth facility. 
If  there is not a youth facility in your 
community, the police will detain you 
in a separate room in an adult facility. 

What about physical force? The police 
are allowed to use a certain amount of  
physical force on you to enforce the 
law, if  you are a danger to yourself  or 
someone else, or if  you are trying to 
escape from being arrested. The police 
must try any other means necessary 
þ rst before physical force is used. 
However, physical force is not allowed 
in any other situation, the police can 
not make you answer questions by use 
of  physical force. 

Police do have a great amount of  
authority, but you do have rights. It is 
always best to know and understand 
your rights just in case one day youõre 
faced with dealing with the police.

The fact that people can hide their identity on the web creates an 
environment where bullies think they can be more aggressive because there 
is less chance they will be caught.   Not knowing who is sending the threats 
or comments can be more harmful to victims because they do not know how 
many people are involved and how many people have seen it. 

Cyber-bullies can make the victims feel alone and afraid.  The stress can cause 
victims to drop out or do poorly at school, become sick or even suicidal.  

Web pages, instant messaging and cell phones can be a great way for teens 
to communicate or express themselves, however, if  you use these tools to 
threaten, embarrass or hurt others, itõs a crime. 

If  you are a victim of  cyber bullying or know someone 
who is visit the Canada Cyber Bullying Website:  

www.cyberbullying.ca 
To report internet abuse visit the 

Network Abuse Clearinghouse:  www.abuse.net

inform you of  the right to a lawyer. 
Exactly how does a person þ nd a 
lawyer, you ask? Many places have 
what is called a legal aid ofþ ce. They 
keep lists of  lawyers who specialize 
in criminal law and work with youth. 
Another option is to look in the yellow 
pages. This may be confusing because 
there are so many lawyers to choose 
from. You can narrow down your 

search by focusing on lawyers that 
specialise in criminal law.

After you have found a lawyer, you 
need to þ nd a way to pay for his/her 
services. If  you have a job, you may 
be able to pay for it yourself. You can 
also ask your parents to help you with 
the fees. If  your parents canõt or wonõt 
help pay for a lawyer, you can always 
make a request at your local Legal Aid 
ofþ ce where they will see if  you qualify 
for help paying for a lawyer. If  all else 
fails, you can ask the judge to assign 
you a lawyer for your trial. 

Although, you can have another adult 

represent you, it is usually better to 
have a lawyer. Lawyers have special 
training in courtroom procedure and 
your rights. Lawyers are experienced 
and can give you the best suggestions 
and information about your situation.

Although it may seem to be a difþ cult 
task to þ nd a lawyer, itõs important 
to remember that the beneþ ts far 
outweigh the costs. Trial can be 
intimidating and confusing but a 
lawyer can help prepare you, explain 
the process, explain your rights and 
make sure that you are treated fairly.




